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ABSTRACTS

Right of Access to Works under the German Copyright Act

Kye, Seung Kyoon

This study is dedicated to the access to works in German copyright law. Article 25 of German Copyright Act 

provides as follows; Article 25 Access to Works 

(1) The author may require the owner of the original or of a copy of his work to afford him access to the 
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original or the copy, provided it is necessary for making reproductions or adaptations of the work and is not 

opposed by any legitimate interest of the owner.

(2) The owner shall not be required to surrender the original or the copy to the author.

The core of right of access to author's works is to strike a balance between the owner of the original or of a 

copy of the work and the copyright owner. The Korean copyright law does not know right of access to works. 

Right of access to works is a kind of moral rights in German legal system. Right of access is controversial 

because of the tension between the owner of the original and a copy of the work and the copyright owner. 

German civil law and copyright system take into account the interest of owner of copyrighted works.
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